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450 7 mw clothe him with thy Robe, and ſtrengt ben 
him with thy Girdle; 2550 T will commit thy | 
„ => Doan Me into bis Hand, and be ſhall be 4 
FATHER. ro the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and to { 
the Fa Ul . . 


ESRD) Need not tell any here the Occaſion of | 
Ft 5 this Anniverſary Solemnity; It being 4 
1 Sa too well known already to make this 


I neceſſary; but ſhall chule rather, in 5 þ 
theWords of another, ſpoken, notupo 14 
5 888 the ſame, Jet on an high and great 4 
8 Occaſion, to ſay, (partly in order to | 
1 i Arterbury's Ser. before the Prefident and Co- Fil 


"Js — of the Hoſpitals, &c. 12 ö i 
; | obtain 4 


collected from the Words of the Prophet, ap- 
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obtain, if it may be, the Candour of this auguf Iſemb h; 
and partly, to apologize for the many Defects which my 
Hearers will doubtleſs diſcover in the preſent Performance) 
That “ So many eminent Pens have gone before in this 
« Way, as have left it very difficult for” thoſe who come 
« after, either to ſay any Thing which they have not ſaid, 
or not to ſay, that much worſe which they Have. 


Upon being informed, that our Honourable Rulers 
(ſure I am, very unexpected to me) had Ordered 1 
ſhould Preach before Them on this ſolemn . Occaſion, 
my Thoughts fixed upon the Words read; which, if 
God ſhall pleaſe to afford his gracious Aſſiſtance, may 


be profitably handle, and appear to be 4 Mord in 
Seaſon. 


In order to the clearer - Underſtanding of them, it 
will be requiſite to look back to the 15th Verſe of 
the Chapter, where, and in the Verſes following, the 
Prophet is directed to go and deliver a ſad Meſſage 
to Shebma, to tell him, that though he made Prepa- 
ralion for a pompous Sepulture in the Place where 
he then was, he he thould ſurely be violently toſſed like a 
Ball into à large Country, and there die, and be ſuc- 
ceeded in his Office by one better than he, meaning 
Elickim. As to Shebna and Eliatim “ Both of them 
* had been Miniſters of State under King Hezekiab, 
« ghebna having been his Scribe or Secretary, and 
ce Eliaꝶ im the Maſter of his Houſhold. And their 
« Hiſtory (ſays a learned Man) as far as may be 


re pears to be thus. Shebna. being a very wicked 
e Man was a fit Perſon to ſerve the Laſts __ 


— —_ —] — 


"© Prideatts's Connection, &c. Vol, 1. P. 45. 


— + 
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evil Inclinations of Munaſſeb in the firſt, Part of 
„ his Reign, and therefore was made his firſt Mi- 
« niſter of State; and Eliatim, who was of a quite 
« contrary Character, was quite laid aſide. But on 
the Revolution that happened on the coming of 
« the Army of the AM rians, Shebna was taken Pri- 
« ſoner with his Maſter, and carried to Pahlen, and 
there detained in Captivity to his Death. Ard 
therefore Manaſſeb on his Repentance and return 
« to Feruſalem, having reſolved on other Meaſures, 
* called for Eliatim, and put the Managemert of all 
* his Affairs into his Hands, who being a Perſon of 
great Wiſdotn, Juſtice and Piety ſoon re-eſtabliſhed 
them upon the ſame Foot as they had been in 
the Days of Hezetiab, and fo preſerved them in 
Peace — Proſperity all his Time, to the great 
Honour of the King, and the Good of all his 
People, and therefore he hath the Character given 
him of being a Father to the Inhabitants of je- 
| * ruſaler, and to the Houſe of pe ” Thus he. 


The Robe * Girdle mentioned in the Text, are 
igns of Authority. The Former very peculiar to 
Minces and Magiſtrates, hence it is ſaid concerning 
e King of Jrael, and Fehoſophat the King of Ju- 
„that they ſat each on his Throne, , having put 
their Robes. © — Purple was anciently the Colour 
the Garment or Robe worn by the Chief Ruler 
long the Nomans: So that to ſend any one the 
Me was in Effect to declare him Emperour . 
& Latter, viz. the Girdle, is likewiſe a Mark of 
unction ; the Word ſignifies Strength *, as well as 


Fi "- vu 22. 10. Due. Hiſt, Vol. II . 76. 
ae ! 


A 
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2 Girdle, becauſe a Girdle cauſeth Strength. A | 
Ruler is the Strength, the Girdle of his People. 

For by his wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration, an enfeebled WW . 
State will be cheriſhed and invigorated, confirmed 
and united, as a Girdle or Belt doth bind and ſtrength- 

en the Loins of him _ wears 3 19 Y; 


It follows, | 

And I will commit thy n into bis Hand Civil 
Government is not an accidental Thing, which Men 
have hit upon by Chance, but is of Divine Inſtitution; 
By Me Kings reign '. The Powers that be, are ordained M - 
of Gad, ſays the Apoſtle * And | this. Ordination is ſo I nt 
neceſſary that Public Communities cannot ſubſiſt without | 
it. Anareby unavoidably tends to Confuſion and Ruin. 
When there wart no King in Iſracl, tis faid every Man did 
that wwhith was right in his:own Hes. And when this I 
comes to bethe Caſe, en ho RENT 


be imagined. e 3980 . 
Whereas, When th Gu! Magiſtrate is Is to othoſs under 


Wh: 


his Inſpection, what Eliatim is told here in the Text, ha and 
thould be o the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and to tb ;, 1 
of Judah, viz A Far REA, there wil be mor 4 

chan a fant Image of the happy Times that were in Sola þ,, 
mon's Reign, when it is ſaid, Judab and Trae! dwel Ref 
ſafely, every Man under 'bisV ine, and under bis Fig-Tree. Our 
The Appellation here fixed upon Eliatim is a © fit Titiq gun 
for a good Gouernour. And therefore you may b. A5 
n chi * age. f th 
W n „ Cont 
SIO. 1 #21 [D YY Sf: ; „ 

I, « © 

2 Phonl R-la'. Rom. 13. 1. Judge 17. 4 = 
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What has been ſaid upon the Words under Conſi- 
deration, opens the Way for theſe Two Obſervations, 
which I ſhall offer from them, 


ObC. I. That here are outward Marks of Diſtinction 
and Honour, and Enſigns of Authority, which 
eſpecially belong to the Civil Magiſtrate. 


Obſ. II. That Good Rulers are, and <p be FarhExs 
to their People. | 


nity as I can conveniently ; ſuppoſing that the Elections 


to be made this Day of His MajzsTy's Counctr, will 


wot admit of a long Diſcourſe from the Pulpit. The 


I Obf. is this, That there are outward Marks of 
Mind ion and Honour, and Enfigns of Authority which 


tpecially belong to the Civil Magifrate. 


Notice is here taken of the Robe, Girdle, or Belt, 


Reſpect conferred upon them. All Ages have been 


3 from the Vulgar, and make a more ſplendid 
1752 upon all Occaſions than a Peaſant. And 


2 + — — 


. Job = 14 2 „Cary. Ho 
1 B C 1 


1 mal handle both theſe points with as much Bre- > 


nd ellewhere of the Diadem; all which, as alſo Crowns, 
irepters, Gold Chains, &c. are Emblems of Honour and 
Authority ; and therefore Princes and Potentates, have 
by the unanimous Vote of Mankind, had theſe Marks of 


dontent, that thoſe who govern them ſhould be diſtin- 


do not, they are apt to be lock d upon with 
er Hiſtory (ſays one ) makes report of 
' 2 very famous Ning, who coming to Egypt, a mighty 

3 Concourſe of —— flocked from all Parts to ſee 


* : 
- 8 a ; ; No 
x __ e % ma af a6 | 
* A bs 
f — . 
. = „ 


10 An ELECTION. SERMON. 


<< him, but when they found lim: without any State, 
an old Man in a mean Habit, they went away Laugh. 


60 ing, none regarding him. ” 


But not to inlarge here; I ſhall. proceed to offer: 
few Reaſons, why thoſe who are advanced to Places of 
Power (as Civil Rulers. are) ſhould be diſtinguifhc! 
from others, by external Marks of Grandeur. And 
they are theſe that follow, , —7k 
1. To be a Motive to Rulers to excite them to Vi. 
gilance and Care for the Good and Welfare of theſe, 
on whoſe Account, they have a juſt Title to thoſe Ensign, 
of - Authority. A Ruler is not prefer'd to that Dignity 
only to give him Lieſure to be flothful and indolent, 
but in order to inſpire him with Reſolutions of acting 
in his exalted Station agreable to it: So that the Ho- 
nours done to him ought, and ſhould be ſo many 
Monitors to him, to lay out himſelf with ſo much the 
greater Diligence and Fidelity in ſerving the Publicl. 


1 believe the high Dignity Jaſeph was raiſed to in 
Egypt, was a conſiderable Incentive to him to be very 
active in promoting the Welfare of that Kingdom. For 
aſter the Account that is given of the Marks of Reſpect 
Pharaoh put upon him, by placing him next to him. 
ſelf in Authority, and giving him his Ring from off 
his Finger, clothing him with Ze Linnen, and putting 
a gold Chain about his Neck ; I ſay, after all this, it is 
ſaid, that Foſeph went out over all the Land of EgyPt © 
He forthwith applied himſelf to the Duties belonging to 
his Station, and did not content himſelf at Home in the 
enjoyment of the Honours conferred upon him, but by 


6 — 7 _—_— — 
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Bis Diligence and Activity in his Office, let the King 
who had thus advanced him ſee, that his F avours were 
not miſplac d. 


ccd. Civil Rulers have much better, ſtronger and 
higher Motives to be public Benefacters than any Exe 
ternal Honours, that are done them, can be; ſuch as 
their being in a Capacity more exten/zvely to ſerve their 
Generation, than thoſe who move in a lower Sphere; 
and the high Reward that ſhall be given them in Hea- 
ven, if they do it religiouſly. But ſtill eutrwward Marks 
of Reſpect and Honour have their uſe and influence to 
this Purpoſe. 


2. The publick Honours paid to Civil Rulers are 
partly deſigned for the Safeguard and Security of their 
Perſons. If Rulers behave in their Office ſuitable to the 
Dignity of it, and diſcharge with a laudable Fidelity the 
Truſt repoſed in them, the State ought to be more 
than a little concerned to preſerve and protect them. 
Men in high Stations are ſométimes expoſed to the 
Rage of unthinking People, and malign'd by envenom'd 
Tongues, while at © the fame Time they are endeavour- 
ing faithfully to ſerve the Public; Ts it a ſmall Thing 
that thou baſt brounht us up ont of a Land that floweth 
with Milk and Honey, to kill us in this Wilderneſs, ex- 
cept thou make thy ſelf altopether a Prince over us? 
Hill thou put out the Eyes of theſe Men ? We will 
not come up, is Language that the meekeſt- Man 
on Earth, and one of the beſt Rulers, was treated 
with, by an obliged, tho' ungrateful People. And it 
were well, if nothing of this Spirit were now to be found 
n. the World, The Evil TURE being? * Wil Cuerdiar 


— ie — 1 —— — —_— * 9 


— 


. * Numb, 16 13, 14. R 
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* of the publick Quiet; appointed to reſtrain Violence, 
« ---- and to preſerve that Order and Peace which 
„ preſerves the World: It is apparent, on theſe, and 
4 many other Accounts, what Hazards a good Ma- 
<« giſtrate runs; and therefore the Retinue of State 
„ which belongs to him, is ſuch as may, at the ſame 
„ Time, be his Ornament and Defence. 


| 3 and Laſtly, External Marks of Honour are lile- 
wiſe appropriated to Rulers, in order to promote in 
thoſe under their Authority a proper Eſteem and Re- 
gard for them, Not that it 1s to be ſuppeſed any 
are ſo weak as to be influenced to behave dutifull) 
towards Rulers, and treat them with Reverence merely 
on the Account of the outward Splendor, annexed to 
their Office, but that this may be ſome Inducement 
to People to ſhew them that Refj and pay that 
Defference to them which is juſtly due to their 
Character. 


None then ſhould envy the civil Ruler thoſe Marks 
of Honour which the Oracles of God entitle him to, 
and the Wiſdom of Nations hath thought it proper 
he ſhould enjoy: Since ſuch. valuable Ends as we 
have heard may be ſerved. hereby. 


I now proceed to the 


| I. Obſ. That Good Rulers are, and ſpould bt 
Farurks 40 their People, 


_*T'was my Purpoſe chiefly to have inſiſted upon ths, 
but the Time, I perceive, will not admit of much 
Enlargement here ; and therefore ſhall content myſcit 
as briefly as I can, 2 | To 
1. 


7 
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1. To ſhew, Wherein Civil Rulers ſhould be FATHERS 
to their People. And, 


2. What Obligation they are under to be ſo. 


1. Tam to ew. Wherein Civil Rulers ſhould be 
FATHERS to their People. 


This is an Appellation given in the Scnpture to 
Perſons cloathed with Publick Authority. Hence 
Kincs are called »ur/ing Fathers ; and Naamarn's 
Servant addreſſed him in the ſame Stile of Reſpect 
and . Reverence, who was a great Man with his 
Maſter (the King of Syria) and Honourable,” My 
Father, if the Prophet had bad thee do ſome great 
Thing, &c. And *tis related of Auguſtus ( who 
perhaps was one of the beſt and wiſeſt of all the 
Roman Emperors, before the Chriſtian Religion was 
publickly countenanced in that State,) that when 
* the People offer'd him the Title of Lord, he re- 
* fuſed it, and thought the Title of Pater Patriæ 
© more honourable , as indeed it was. | 


Naw there are ſeveral Ways wherein Civil Rulers, 
(who are Political Fathers) may, and ſhould mani- 


leſt their paternal Regards to thoſe who are under 
their Authority, 


* 5 By their Love to them. The Love of e 
Parents to their Children is exceeding great: Can 4 


4 aan forget ber Sucking Child 2 [ncimating that 


— — — — . „ Ai... At 


r 1. 13. + Dutter, Ef Vol. f 73.4 
1. 49. 15. 


The Truth i is, if polivical Fathers have no real Afredi 
vn for their People, tis not probable that there will be 


rule as Tyrants, and the Other to obey as Slaves; becauſe 


 THERs. : So did Nebemiab, David, and Jehoſhappol 
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ic is a very unlikely Thing, and next to an Impoſſibility; 
David wiſh'd he . have died inſtead of his Son A 
A Ls ould 5 8 he, I had died for thee *. 


on a 


And ſhall no Footſte PS of paternal Affection be 
ſound in thoſe who are political Fathers ? Since both are 
ſtiled Fathers, may it not be juftly expected, that there 
ſhould be ſomething /imilar in them? Certainly, civi! 
Rulers may be look d upon rather as Tyrants than Fa- 
THERS, if they be not cordial Lovers of thoſe whom they 
rule over: God be gracious to thee my Son, ſaid Joſepb 
to his Brother Benjamin. Which, perhaps, was ſpo- 
ken rather as Superiours were wont to do to thoſe 
below them , than becauſe he was his near Relation; 
tho* it may include both. If the former be only meant, 
then it ſhews the great Regard, Love and Affection, 
civil Rulers ought to have for thoſe who are Subject to 
their AO 


any mutual Confidence between them. They will always 
be jealous one of the other; and the Oxe will be apt to 


they cannot _ it. 
| 80 that it is neceſſary, in order to anſwer the Ends o 
vil Government, that Rulers ſhould behave towards 
their People, with the Tenderneſs and Affection of Fa 


und divers others in the ft Chair of Government, whic 
are _ on 8 Record. 


— — 


2 2 Sam. 18. 33. Gen. 43. 29. Patrick in 4 
| [! 
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And in the ſame Way, it is ſtill the Wiſdom and Duty 
of civil Fathers to conduct themſelves towards their Peo- 
ple: And if they do ſo indeed, doubtleſs they will find 
their Account in it, ſooner or later. 


£4 Civil Rulers ſhould ſhew themſelves Fathers to 
their People, by protecting them to the utmoſt of their 
Power. This they ſhould do both in Times of Far and. 


) In a Time of Var. In ſuch a World as this is, 
& there is no living without War! ; tho? the Conſe- 
quents of it are commonly very dreadful; every Batile 
of the Warriour being with confuſed Noiſe, and Gar- 
ments rolled in Elood ". 


Therefore civil Rulers 025 Fathers of their People) 


ſhould do all they can, to preſerve them from ſo great a 
Calamity; as natural Parents, we may well ſuppoſe, 


would, to fave their Children from Deſtruction. Hence 
'tis their Duty to make ſeaſonable Proviſion for their 
Safety; and this they may do, not only by uſing all 
proper Means to preſerve them from the Miſeries of 


War; but likewiſe by making, in Times of Peace, ſui- 


table Preparation for their Defence, in Caſe a War ſhould 
happen. Iwas prudent Advice King Aſa gave his 
People, and well becoming a Father of his Country, 
Let us build theſe Cities, and mate about them Walls, 
bu Towers, Gates and Bars, ' while the Land is yet be- 
ore us 19 it 3c | Woh 


( 2) Political Fathers ſhould be careful to promote 
tne outward Proſperity of their People in Times of Peace. 


© 


DC Ia. 
nig . 
. — 
> - | * 


” Ifa, 95 5. = 2 Chron. 14. 7. 
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— —ͤ——nĩ:. — ＋7ꝓũWW— WW 4 
. _ 

. —_ 
1 - 


16 An ELRECrTONSERMON. 


How much of the Spirit of à true | Patriot breathed 
forth in theſe Words, which proceeded from royal Lips; 
and how much of the Tenderneſs and Affection of a 
Father did they diſcover towards his People? And David 
ſpake unto the Lord, when he ſaw the Angel that ſmote 
the People, and ſaid, Lo, I have finned, and I have done 
wickedly, but theſe Sheep, what have they done? Let 
thine Hand, I pray thee, be againſt me, and againſt. my 
Father's Houſe”. As a tender Parent will hazard his 


own Life to fave his Child's, ſo this good King had the 


Welfare of his SubjefZs/ ſo much at Heart, that he was 
even willing to redeem! their Lives with the Loſs of His 
own: Theſe Sbeep, what have they done? Let thine 
Hand, I pray thee, be againſt me. | | 


Civil Fathers, it may be, never act more becoming 
their Character, than when they manifeſt a true Concern 
for their People's Proſperity, and how they may moſt 
effectually promote it. 8 


Andthere allow me to ſay, that a neceſſary Step to this 
Purpoſe, is to provide good Laws, and to take due Care 
that they be well evecuttd; Laws that encourage In- 
duſtry, and are deſignedly calculated to put Marks of 
Diſgrace upon the Jale and Lazy ; that Children born of 
Parents, be put out to Trades, and brought up in 
honeſt Callings: Hereby the Publick, in all Probability, 
will, not only be caſed of @ Bill of Charge, but reap the 
Benefit" of their diligent Labours. That good Order, and 


ſeaſonable Hours be kept in Houſes of publick Enter- 


tainment ; and Intemperance (the growing Iniquity of 
tlie preſent Age) be ſuppreſt, if poſſible. E/pectall, 


that the Logp's-Darv' be religiouſly obſerved, and kept 


— — 


— —— — 
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as a Day of holy Reft.. In a Word, 7 bat AlL. Toiniora- 


lities, of what Kind er be diſcountenanced and pu- | 
niſhed.. g 11 


And while I am ſpeaking of theſe Things, T cannct 
paſs over in Silence, the late excellent AcT made con- 
cerning profane Curſing and Swearing ; for which, I 
doubt not, all good Men are very thankful, and bleſs 
God, that he was pleaſed to put it into the Hearts of our 
honourable Rulers to make ſuch a noble and heroic 
STanD againſt ſo prevailing an Trhquity. 


And to encourag e (if need be our civil Fathers 6 
their Future 2 to reform the Lives and Manner 
of this People; I would further ſay, that the Act re- 
ferred to, hath been thought (by thoſe who are moſt 
Ikely to know ) to have given a conſiderable Check to 
— bold Tranſgreſſon. It were to be wiſh'd, that ſome- 
ng like it had been alſo, or may be denten more ef- i 


als to ſuppreſs 8 RO | a Sin which threatens 44 
bin to this Land. | , 2 


3. Civil Rulers, as Fathers of cher ers ſouls _— 
much Prudence in exerciſing their Authority. It is ſaid, 13 
wncerning David, that he behaved himſelf wiſely—and pi 
be was acceptable in the Sight off” all the People, and alſo þ 
n the Sight of SauPs Servants ?, The whole Court, it 144 
bens, admircd him for his diſcreet Conduct: And in 10 
uch a Society, to behave ſo as to be e e 

led, is no common Thing. A 


For Want of prufent Mane ement, Reboboinis "A FR #4 
preater, Part of his Subjects. Flad he ow them — | 


4 I Sam. 18. 5 * . 1 . $0 Th 
C | Words, [: 


18 
Words, and followed the ſage Advice offered him by 


© 


his grave Counſellors, the unhappy Separation that en- 
ſued, might ( humanely ſpeaking ) have been prevented 


ut his Conduct was ſuch, even when his dl, in 4 
Manner (as to his Regal Authority) lay at Stake, that 
the worlt of his Enemies could not wiſh him to act more 


- 
q . 


fooliſhly than he did. 


It was faid by the old Men, who had been of his 
Father's Couneil, F thou wilt be a. Servant unto thi; 
People this Day, and ſpeak good Words to them, ther 
they will be thy Servants: ferever. *, But he had not the 
Wiſdom to take their Advice, and thereupon great 
Confuſion followed. See here, How requiſite Prudence, 


= © & 4 « 4 ++ i 


and wiſe ConduFt is in Civil Rulers. by 
4. and Laſtly, Civil . Rulers ſhould manifeſt their MI 
Paternal Care of their People, by ſetting before thema | 
good Example. s the! 
*Tis not eaſy to imagine what a mighty Influence ag, 
pious Ruler's Example is apt to have upon thoſe who _. 
are under his Authority. Children, we ſee, have a 
ſtrong Propenſity to approve. and practice what, is done Db 
by. their Parents: And the Caſe is much the ſame with "7, 
Reſpect to Civil Fathers ; TR ExamPLE or Tre KN] 
being a Maxim that moſt ſeem willing to conform unt; I 


ens vt YH 594 A er VI 8 
Therefore it muſt needs have a great Teadency 19 pe 
promote the beſt Intereſts of a People when their pin 


£al Fathers. are Perſons. of eminent Piety, and brig $8 
Examples of pure and undefiled Religion. Pr. 
FN eee . * 

—— . —ñ— _ 
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The Prophet Elia would have had no Regard, to 
the” Aiftroſled Hoſt of Jrael, and thoſe that were with 
them, had it not been for the Reſpe& he bore to King 

ehoſaphat on the account of his great Piety; And Eliſha 
fea unto the King of Iſrael, What have I to do with 
bee — Surely were it not that I regard the Preſeuce 
of Jehoſaphar, "the King of 725 I wovuLd NOT LOOK, 
aa THEE, NOR SEE THEE © 

"If a People ſee their Rulers to be loo or profane, 
they will either deſpiſe them, or be too ready to imitate 


their bad Example; and thus their Leaders will cauſe 
them 10 err. 


Having ſhowed in a fewParticulars, Whetein CivilRu- 
lers ſhould be F ATHERS' to their People: I come in the 


I Place, as was Propbſed. to mention the Obligations 
they are under to be ſo. 


* And T ſhall Name only To at preſent, 
1 74 Thi great T 2 dommtlütte #& Civil Rulers ole 
to be a ſtrong Inducement to them to exert their Autho- 


fity, in all proper Ways, for the Good of their TER 
nd to carry "as Fathers to them. a | 


; 


Nature! Furbers look upon their Of-ſpring' to be an 
mportant Charge (as indeed it is) and therefore are 


ling to run all Hazards to priferve them, and to 
momote- their Welfare. 


And the like Concern (in ſome Degree ) ought © Cie 
Fathers to have for their People. 


32 
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Thus they ſhould carefully conſult their Intereſt in 
all Reſpects; adviſe them in the beſt Manner they can, 
and upon all difficult Emergencies appear in the Gap 
for their Relief. Hear how Jo (who doubtleſs had 
been a Man in Authority) ſpeaks concerning himſelf, 7 
delivered ( ſays he) the. Poor that cried, the Fatherleſs, 
and him that had none to help him. The Bleſſing, of hin 
that was ready to periſh.came upon me; and I cauſed the 
Widows Heart to ſing for Foy. I was Eyes to the Blind, 
and Feet was I to the Lame: I was 4 Father to the 
Poor, and the Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out : 
And. I brake the Faws of the Wicked, and plucked the 
Spoil out of his Teeth *, | 


Thus to do is the ſureſt Courſe Civil Rulers can e 
to ſecure to themſelves the amiable Character ot © uu 
Patriots. And indeed for this very End and Purpose 
were they appointed, and not to lord it over their Ine. 
riours. 


And upon the Account of the great Truſt repoſed ii 
Political Fathers, and the heavy Burden they ſuſtain, 
thoſe . who are ſubject to their Government, ought to 
look on themſelves as bound in Duty and Conſcience to 
pray earneſtly to God for them: As for his Direction 
* and Aſſiſtance, in the Diſcharge of their high Office, 
< ſo likewiſe for his powerful Grace to preſerve them 
* from. Sin and Evil, in the midſt of thoſe manifold WF - - 
* Temptations to which they are continually expoſed, A 
in Appearance much beyond other Men, from thc 
« Heigth of that Condition, and the Extent of their 
* Power, — and from the officious Servility of Paraſites 
« and Flatterers, who ſooth them in their Faults, and 


- Job 29. 12, — 17, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. 
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% humour them in their Paſſions, and comply with their 
“corrupt and vicious Inclinations, and are always ready 


% at hand, and forward Inſtruments to execute their 


6 „Commands, and to ſerve their Luſts and Vices. 


2. If Rulers do not behave as Fathers towards their 
People, there is Danger of their loſing the Honour, Eſteem 
and Reverence, which otherwiſe they might juſtly expect 
to receive from them. The SubjeZs Love is the 
Prince's, ſtrongeſt. Cittadel. If Rulers are tyrannical and 
cruel in their Government, they muſt look for no chear- 
ful, but only a forc d Submiſſion to be paid them. If 
thoſe under Authority ; perceive their Rulers have no 
paternal Concern. for them, they will be apt to have but 
little Affection for their Civil Fathers ; which muſt needs 
be productive of great Confuſion and Diſorder in the 
Body Politic: One will be jealous of the otber; and 


when Power is Adr abuſed eee will be found an 
hard Taſk.' 


That Parent who goverm his Children with a prudent 
Lenity or Gentleneſs, and appears to be deeply concern- 
ed 01 their Welfare on all Accounts, takes the ſureſt 
Courſe to entitle himſelf to their ſincere Reſpect, and to 
be truly honoured. by them. Whereas he that is rigorous 
and always treats them in a churliſh imperious Manner, 
Is r Paviſay feared, but not ad loved. 


And the Caſe 18 a the Gate as to Political ee | 


If by them the People enjoy. great Quietneſs, and very 
worthy Deeds are dene unte them, by their Providence, 
they probably will accept of it always, with all Thank- 
a Sure I am, they would be: liable to ſevere Cen- 


LE. SD. CL * * 1 1 — 


a © Arch-Bp. T illotjon, Vol. II. P. 432, 433. 
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ſures if they did not. But if nothing but Frowns and 


ward with them before, till they were ſoon after ſwal- 


Rebukes,” haught) and imperious Carriage be to be cx- nc 
@&ed;*no/ wonder if ſuch Rulers ſoon loſe the Hearts of I a 
their People: But Beloved,” I hope better Things of you, 
our LP F — toongh I thus Heat. 1 
n GL. A [116 

0b dev is Site Thing that 1 11 by 466? Mean: 

ox the mentioning of, and that is, t6 - ebend a 

Puzurc&k"Sptzrr, Which is ſo much wanting in 2:5 
Land; and which is equally neceſſary to be found not 
only in Rulers, but the People alſo, in order to our be- { 


coming a proſperous and flouriſhing State. A learned M3 


Man, whoſe Words T have had Occaſion to cite befcre, FA 
ſays, Twas the Temper of the Romans to do and Mui 
receive all they could for the Intereſt of the Common- Nas 
«+ Wealth, without taking or reſerving” any Thing to ud 
8 themſelves; but the Honour of ſerving it to the ut- % 
4 moſt of their Power ; and as long as this Temper aut 
* laſted, they proſpered in all their Undertakings ; bur 
$6 afterwards, when this Public Spirit became turned all 
into Sdf-Interef, and none ſerved the Public but to 
<«< ſerve rhemſelves, by plundering it, every Thing then 
<© went®backward- with them as faſt as it had gone for- 


AN 


* lowed up, — t ht . alterwards" in Ruin. 
Thus he. 


And be the tn Perſon ſays, «© And ſo it 
muſt happen with all other States and Kingdoms, 
when the Puhlic Intereſt is ſacrificed to that of private 
*: Men, and the Offices and Employments of the State 

te are defired only to gratify the Ambition, and glut the 
0 Avarice of them vthar can get into chem. * 


— 1 


— 


* Prideatpt's ConneR. Vol. WIL p. 425. P. 90. 
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If this be thought an Excurſion, I hope it may prove 
no unuſeful one, and fo I lcave it without further en- 
arging upon it. E | 2 
Thus I have done with the Oùſervatiens riifed from 
dne Text, and ſhall now proceed to te 


ern. 


In which 'tis my Purpoſe to be very brief. 

Usz I... Hence how great a Mercy. ought: a People 
to account it, when, God gives ſuch to rule over them 
who are concerned to promote their beſt Intereſts, and 
tehrous to ſhew them all the Affection and Tender- 
nels of kind Fathers. And ſuch a Mercy our. Nation 
nd Land enjoy in his preſent Majas ry, our Rightful 
nd mot Gracious Sovereign King GroRGe, II. who, we 
trait, eſteems it a greater Honour to be the Common 
rather of his Loyal Subjects, than to wear the Imperial 
Crown of Great-Britain. | 


- 


And ſuch, we hope, His Excellency our Commander 
n Chief,, and all our Civil Rulers will be to this Province. 
ind if they are indeed ſo, and we do not accordingly 
licem and Honour and Support them, let every Body 
us ungrateful, and they cannot call us worſe, or ſay 


Thing of us that is more to our Diſcredit. 
Lis juſtly to be look'd upon as an high Favour 


en Rulers, are ambitious of arriving to the Character 
being Fathers to their People. All Things in the 


ae will then probably be carried on with much Eaſe 
N Unanimity ;_Ralers will not graſp after more Power 
a properly belongs to them, nor the People be under 


temptation to wiſh it 7% than it is. 
And 


| 
1 
. 
| 


find Care and Trouble enough, in that ſmall Share 
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And thus there will be an admirable Harmony be- 
rween Rulers and Ruled, which is the Beauty and Glory 
of all Communities both civil and ſacred. 


sx II. Are Rulers Civil FarhRRSs ? Then *tis our 


Duty to honour them as ſuch; and not with a curious 


or (which is much worſe ) a malicious Eye, to pry into 
their Failings (which none are without) and magnify 
them beyond what they really are. Thoſe of lower 
Rank know little of the Cares and Burden of Govern- 
ment. Whatever ambitious and inconfiderate Men 
* may think ( fays one) wiſe Men do certainly know 
and find by Experience, that to diſcharge all the Parts 
of a good Governour is a very difficult and trouble 
«ſome Province. Inferiour Magiſtrates (as he goes on 


«and Part of it which they ſuſtain ; and if fo, then 
c certainly the Care and Concernment of the who! 
* muſt needs be a heavy Burden indeed. * ? 


Therefore, inſtead of Murmuring and Railing at ou 
Civil Fathers, we ought to pity and pray for them, te 
reverence and honour them; and as much as we can te 
encourage them in their faithful Endeavours to ſerv( 
the Public, as they did Ezra; Ariſe, for this Matte 
eib unto thee, WE ALSO WILL BE WITH THEE 
Be of good Courage and do it. And to put Mark 
of great Reſpect upon them, when they are ſeen t 
have the Public Good much at Heart, and to be tru 
Friends to Religion, and the Intereſt of C157 


ON 
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a ® Abp. Tiller, Vol. II. 
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Us: III. Laftly, Let what we have heard be a 


e Motive to our Civil Rulers to be indeed 
ATHERS to the People of this Province. 


And here in the firſt Place, Duty obliges me to 
addreſs myſelf to Your ExctiLiency, our chief civil 
Faber under the Kins. 


F have no Deſign nor Inclination to flatter Zur 
Excellency, and if 1 had, I ſuppoſe you are as much 


above it, as I am ſure it is beneath an honeſt Ming 
to attempt it. | 


Nor would I be unmannerly in my Addreſs to a 
civil Father in the it Chair of Government. If I may 
be ſo happy as to avoid both theſe Extreams, and yet 
be faithful, I ſhall reach the Point I aim at. 


Juffer me then, Excellent Sty, with all ſuitable Re- 
ſpect to ſay, That as vou are intruſted by our com- 
mon FATBER, the KING, with the Government of 
the People of this Province (dear, I hope, ro God) 
e *tis their general Expectation, I believe, that Your 
Excellency would pleaſe to conſider, how great an 
Opportunity is hereby put into your Hands to be a 
Hache, td us all; not only by conſulting cur tempo- 
mat" ereſt; but, which is of much greater Impor- 
ance, oy promoting pure and undefiled Religion a- 
mong us. N 8 1 


"hoſe who have been your Predeceſſors, in your 
e ſent nalted Station, have done worthily, and greatly 
air ay; and *tis, I doubt not, the unanimous 
Wi of dus People, that you. may excell them ALI. 


— 


3 And 
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And now nel I put Yaur; Excellency in Mind, 
how much it Will induce to your own Eaſe and Quiet, 
in your Government, to countenance and encourage: 
Vertue and Religion among your People, as well as to 7 
be a bright Example of the ſame voux SELF ! For ; 
( as a great and wiſe Man ſays) “ How can it be ex- 
te pected, from that Man, who dares affront and deſpite 7 
* God himſelf, that he ſhould have any hearty" Reverence q 
for his Deputies and Vicegerents ” % 4 


Need I uſe Importunity with Your Excellency, to 
improve your Intereſt in the Court of Great-Britain, 
as there ſhall be Oecaſion, on Behalf of this Province. 


Your Excellency's paſt Sollicitations for us, have ſhewn 
You to be a true Patriot, and may You ever be fo. 


Or, Need I beſpeak your paternal Care for the bi. 
School of the Prophets, "which is the HO of Nerw- 
England. 


Your Excellency knows too well the 83 of W7 

a liberal Education to diſcourage Learning, and there- z, 
fore, tis hop'd, you. will continue to be a kind Pa- WF. 
tron to that learned Body. The Governours and Heads WF 0 
of that Society are at preſent, and may they ever be, in 
Perſons of Prudence, Piety and good Literature; WF; 
and while they are ſuch, there is no good Ruler but I Ant 
will think it his Duty to be a Father to them. Ph 
As to inferiour Schools, I need not (indeed I can- + 
not) ſay more than has been already urged upon IM. 8 
that Head, by others who. have gone before me. we 
—— — 
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Jo cloſe then my Addreſs to Your Excellency ; 
May God by his Grace, enable Jeu to ſerve Your 
Generation, in the high Station you are, according to 
his Will ; May you be able to appeal to Him in your 
aſt Moments, in the ſame Manner that the excellent 
Cyrus did, Thou knoweſt ( faid he then) That 1 
% have been a Lover of. Mankind, and now that I 
« am leaving this World, I hope to find that Mercy 
«© from thee, which I have ſhewed to others“. 


The hearty Prayer of all good Men for Your Ex- 
cellency, I doubt not is, That you may at laſt ſleep 
in Jesus, and your Reſt in bim be. glorious. 


I now turn my ſelf to the honourable His Ma- 


jeſty's Councit, and the Gentlemen of the honoura- 
ble Houſe of RrypRESENTATIVES; 


To the Former, (by whoſe Appiintment, in Con- 
junction with his Excelleucy's, 1 ſtand here to Day) 
I would humbly ſuggeſt, that the very Title you wear, 
His Majeſty's Council ! ſhould be a powerful Motive 
to engage you to conſult, according to the beſt of 
your Skill and Judgment, the Affairs of the Pro- 
vince, and all the valuable Intereſts of it; and to 
ave the wiſeſt Advice you are able, under our pre- 
ent difficult and perplexed Circumſtances. Let your 
Counſel have no Mixture, no Alloy of /{elffo Views, 
but mainly aim at the Good of the Publick., We 
ave been almoſt undone by che Prevalency of a pri- 
dale, ſelf-ſeeking Spirit; may it no more be found a- 
mong us: Eſpecially, may 9%, who are civil Fathers, 
cell in publick Spiritedneſs, and teach us all by your 


— 555 to be ambitious of the fame cxcellent Cha- 
acter. 


Dx To 
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To the Gentlemen who repreſent the Province, I | 
would only ſay; do you need to be put in Mind, F 
how great a Truſt is repoſed in you by your Con- 
ſtituents; and what an Influence the Choice of Coun- 
ſellors to be made this Day ( chiefly by your ſelves ) 
may have upon the Government? 


Let not then the Buſineſs of the Day ſeem as a 
light Matter or trifling Concern to any of” you. Ke- 
member that your Truſt is great (as I intimated but 
now) and that both God and Man expect you dil- 
charge it faithfully. 


nm Av a aa a as. 


There is one Thing, though it may ſeem a little 
out of the Way to mention it here, yet inaſmuc| 
as it is ſo great a Frown of Providence upon us all, 
and ſo much damps our publick Joy this Dey, I 
can't but name it, and that is the Deſtruction of our 
State-Houſe by Fire, which we may ſtill behold lying 
all in Ruins. May we be duly affected therewith, 
and bewail the burning which the Loxp hath kindled. 


M tH =>, 


To proceed, 


As to thoſe who are in the Miniſtry : *Tis need- 
leſs now to take up the Time in an Addreſs to then, 
ſince that will be particularly done 'To-morrow by 2 
much. abler Hand. 


To the People in general, I have only this com- 
'prehenſive Word to offer, Be dutiful and obedient ! 
your Cieil Fathers, and at Peace among yourſelves 
Forget not the Words of our bleſſed Saviour, EC 
Kingdom divided againſi itſelf is brought to Deſcis 


lien 
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tion; and every City or Houſe divided again itfelf 13 
ſhall not ſtand *. 2 4 
«© No Republic ever excelled Rome in profound PR. 
« Polity . But notwithſtanding this, She carried in 5 
« her own Breaſt the Cauſe of ber Ruin, in the 
« petual Jealouſy of the People againſt the Shs, 
« or rather of the Plebeians againſt the Patritii. 
O then let all Fealouſy between Rulers and Ruled be 
laid aſide, and extinguiſhed forever. 


To conclude, The Lord our God be with us, as 
be was with our Fathers, Let Him not leave us, nor 
forſake us. — And the Lord maintain the Cauſe of 


bis People at all Times, as the Matter ſhall require. 
AMEN. 


FN 7 
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Matth. 12. 235. Ducter. Hiſt. Vol. II. P. 235. G 
h » TI'he one ail:dging always, I'hat Exceſs of Liberty | 
% would at laſt deſtroy itſelf; and the others fearing 

“ jult the contrary, That Authority, which in its 

„ own Nature was alwais for encreaſing, would at 

« laſt degenerate ino Tyranny. Between theſe two 

„ Extreams a People ths _ ſo grave and wile 

« could find no /edivom. Idem, P. 236. 
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